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Andrea - Deputy Clerk

From: Scott Thomas <administrator@townoflaconner.org>
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2022 11:25 AM
To: Andrea Moore
Subject: FW: 306 Center Street
Attachments: Letter to Town 10 3 22.pdf

 
Go ahead and post. 
 

Scott Thomas 
Administrator/ Town Attorney 
   
Town of La Conner  
204 Douglas Street, PO Box 400  
La Conner, WA  98257  
Phone:  (360) 466-3125  
Fax:  (360) 466-3901  
Website: www.townoflaconner.org  

NOTICE: Incoming and outgoing emails are subject to public disclosure requirements. 
 

 
 

La Conner – it leaves you speechless, and then turns you into a storyteller. 
 

From: Maria DeGoede ‐ La Conner Finance Director <financedirector@townoflaconner.org>  
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2022 11:02 AM 
To: Scott Thomas <administrator@townoflaconner.org> 
Subject: FW: 306 Center Street 
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Maria De Goede 
Finance Director 
 
Town of La Conner 
PO Box 400 
La Conner, WA 98257 
Phone: 360.466.3125 
E-mail:  financedirector@townoflaconner.org 
Web Site:  http://www.laconner.net 
 

From: L Clark [mailto:k9walkerwa113@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2022 10:11 AM 
To: Maria DeGoede - La Conner Finance Director 
Cc: council_1@townoflaconner.org; council_2@townoflaconner.org; council_3@townoflaconner.org; 
council_4@townoflaconner.org; council_5@townoflaconner.org 
Subject: 306 Center Street 
 

Linda R. Clark  
(360) 391-1431  

  
  

October 3, 2022  
  

Dear Town Council Members:  
  
I think it’s important for you and the residents of La Conner to have a clearer picture of what occurred with the 306 Center 
Street Project. Therefore, I have done some research into the people involved in making the decision and the aspects of a 
conditional use permit and administrative conditional use permit as listed below.1  
  
First, there are five types of permits according to the La Conner Municipal Code: Type I, Type II, Type III, Type IV, Type 
V. As indicated below ONLY the Town’s Hearing Examiner will decide whether or not to grant a conditional use 
permit.  Recommendations, as indicated below, are made by the planning director or Planning Commission.  
 
PLEASE REFER TO THE ATTACHED LETTER FOR THE REMAINDER 
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Linda R. Clark 
(360) 391-1431 

 

 
October 3, 2022 

 
Dear Town Council Members: 

 
I think it’s important for you and the residents of La Conner to have a clearer picture of what occurred 

with the 306 Center Street Project. Therefore, I have done some research into the people involved in 
making the decision and the aspects of a conditional use permit and administrative conditional use permit 

as listed below.1 
 

First, there are five types of permits according to the La Conner Municipal Code: Type I, Type II, Type 
III, Type IV, Type V. As indicated below ONLY the Town’s Hearing Examiner will decide whether or 

not to grant a conditional use permit.  Recommendations, as indicated below, are made by the planning 
director or Planning Commission. 

 

15.135.050 
 

 
 

 
1 FYI, I worked as a paralegal for nearly 10 years and finished 77 credits toward my law degr ee so I have significant 

background in the legal field. 
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Hearing Examiner 

 

According to La Conner’s Municipal Code, the town’s Hearing Examiner is hired by the mayor. 

 

15.12.030 
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David B. Lowell 

 

Mr. Lowell2 is a general practitioner in Burlington, Washington who according to his website, 

graduated from Seattle University and completed his law degree at Creighton University in 1992.  

 

According to Mr. Lowell’s website, although he describes himself as a general practitioner, the 

majority of his practice focuses on:  divorce, alimony, child custody, child support, paternity, 

personal injury, contract law, bankruptcy, DUI, criminal defense, wills and trusts.  He does not 

describe any specific experience in land use or municipal law. 

 

Conditional Use Permits 

 

State of Washington 

 
  

 
2 Presuming there is only one David B. Lowell in Skagit County. 
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Skagit County 

 
 

Town of La Conner 
 

 
Residential Zone 

 

15.20.010/15.20.020 

 

 
15.20.030/15.20.040 
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15.20.050 

 
 

Administrative Conditional Use Permit 

 

Skagit County 
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Town of La Conner 

 

15.10.043 

 
15.20.055 

3 

 

Town Planner 

 
  

 
3  The City of Auburn has an application for an Administrative Use Permit which “typically require an expanded 

degree of control to make sure the uses are consistent with, and compatible to, other existing and permitted uses 
within a zone.” Whatcom County has an Administrative Use Permit for which such things as accessory apartment, 
temporary secondary dwelling units (mother-in-law suites), cottage industries, and mini-day care homes can be 

approved by a zoning administrator. Kittitas County indicates that a conditional or administrative conditional 
permit may be granted if “the proposed use is essential or desirable to the public convenience and not detrimental 
or injurious to the public health, peace, or safety or character of the surrounding neighborhood”.  In Snohomish 
County, these include a temporary dwelling for a relative, an accessory apartment, and an expansion of a 

grandfathered (nonconforming)  use. I have also found something in the State of California and they indicate that 
Administrative Permits should be used for minor land use actions that have little potential affect on surrounding 
properties and that are non-controversial but nevertheless require special consideration to ensure that they can 
be designed, located, and operated in a way that will not interfere with the use and enjoyment of surrounding 

properties, e.g. special events, second unit development permit. (City of Downey and City of El Cerrito)  
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Michael Davolio 

 

A formerly retired planner and artist who works two days a week and “[w]ants to help the 

community manage growth in a responsible way.” La Conner Weekly News, February 17, 2021. 

 

According to the above, you and the Planning Commission, basically have no power when 

significant decisions concerning the development and future of La Conner are made. Instead, 

they are made by the town planner or the hearing examiner, who are both hired by the mayor.  

 

There is precedent concerning council members filing suit against a mayor and administrative 

staff. Perhaps you should consider this. Although I have not researched these to determine 

whether they are viable causes of action a few that come to mind are: unlawful usurpation of the 

power of town residents with use of an overreaching administrative conditional use permit; 

hiring of unqualified staff members (e.g. a hearing examiner with little or no experience in land 

use or municipal law [according to his website]); hiring of conflicted staff members (e.g. an 

administrator who also serves as the town attorney or a town planner who can’t decide whether 

he wants to be retired or an artist4) and giving both staff members the power to unilaterally 

decide on significant developments within the town. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Linda Clark 

 
4 I realize this is a bit of a stretch, but you get the idea. Mr. Davolio may have been an effective planner in the past, 
but the Town of La Conner deserves to have a town planner who is committed to the Town in full effect. Not 
someone who decided to come out of retirement because he was bored or because he heard about the opening 

for the position. Again, based upon the article in the La Conner Weekly News. 


